






Step 2 - Utilizing Markers 

Definition 
/4�½;\ 

A marker, also known as a secondary reinforcer, tells your bird the exact moment your bird has 
performed a behavior correctly and is the predictor of reinforcement to come! 

One commonly used marker is the clicker! Dog trainers 
often use a clicker -- clickers are precise and deliver a
consistent sound for clear and fast communication. 

When working with birds, a clicker can be cumbersome 
when trying to use our other training tools. Instead, we 
recommend using a verbal marker! 

A verbal marker can be any word you choose. The most 
commonly used markers are either "good" or "yes." 

Click here to watch a video 
on how to train your marker! 

How to train a marker: 

1. Determine your food
reinforcer!

2. Have 7-10 tiny pieces of
favorite treat ready to give
your bird.

3. As your bird takes each
small piece of treat say
''good."

4. After 7-10 reps, you have
taught your bird that ''good"
signals that the favorite � • 
treat follows.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BMzywPMVQsA






From S.G. Friedman, Ph.D. 

Shaping is our sharpest tool for teaching new behavior by 1) reinforcing 
approximate responses that gradually lead to the final behavior (the goal or 
target behavior) and 2) extinguishing (withholding reinforcement) for those 
approximations that lead us father away from the goal. One of the keys to 

shaping without frustration is to keenly observe the natural variation with which 
responses are repeated. From that natural variation, we can often select with 

reinforcement the next closer approximation to the target behavior. Another hey 
to shaping is to return to an earlier successful approximation if the animal and 

trainer get "stuck" (not advancing.) 

For more details about shaping, read the article 
"Shaping New Behaviors" here. 

https://www.behaviorworks.org/files/articles/Shaping%20New%20Behaviors.pdf






Starting with the basics ... Definition 

Target Training! 

To start, reinforce small 
approximations towards the goal 
behavior. It might start with your bird 
looking at the object, "good'; R+ 
delivered (treat), the bird leans towards 
object, "good," R+ and finally touches 
the object. 

Once your bird is touching the object, 
have it touch to the right side of the 
bird, the left, then take a step or two to 
touch, then more steps to touch. Work 
on having your bird follow the target by 
showing it a few feet away, and waiting 
for the bird to touch it. 

Targeting is teaching the bird to touch or 
almost touch an object. That might be 
the end of a chopstick, a finger, or any 

object you choose. 

Click on video to play 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=urMuX9w7Nug


Target Training ... Leveled Up! 

Many people will teach their bird to target ... but then they don't 
know what to do with it! Here are some ideas of where to go next! 

Let's check out what ShauMa 
is workirtg 011 with Casper! 

Click on video to play 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kuzJ7dfRJ78




https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwUBffON7Qc






















https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YlM-SMEM9_U


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vczlErfyxtg


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mqHgN3XNyPs





