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               “It’s July Again and That Means Wing Quips!!!”

     In an economical move our household turned off that satellite disc some months ago; we have joined the increasing number of U.S. homes without any broadcast TV. I would say it is one of the best moves we ever made. Peace and quiet, lots of good books, soft stereo music, a rental movie, or a Chinese checkers game now fill our leisure home hours. The indoor parrots appreciate it too! Striking quotes from readings in 2009 abound; and here are some of our favorites:
Insect-eating birds that feed on the wing—from nighthawks and nightjars to kingbirds and pewees—are vanishing from parts of North America, and scientists don’t know why.”



                       “Empty Skies”, by Paul Tolme, National Wildlife, May ‘09

“For centuries, a rite of passage for French gourmets has been the eating of the Ortolan. These tiny birds—captured alive, force-fed, then drowned in Armagnac—were roasted whole and eaten that way, bones and all, while the diner draped his head with a linen napkin to preserve the precious aromas and, some believe, to hide from God. The ortolan is one of the dishes of French country cuisine. It is now against the law to sell them in France - but not to eat them.”                                                         






The Wine Spectator
“What are the requirements for a good cockatoo owner? You have to be willing to take care of a three year old for 65 years.”       

                                                                      Quote from Jane in China Prairie Co. newsletter

“I am very touched with your newest BN article. Thank you for expressing this concern so fully. We are already seeing the disastrous effects of breeders abandoning their one revenue generating “stock” due to their lack of profitability. Add to that the aging of many aviculturists, the economic situation, and the dearth of a new generation of aviculturists.”                                                                       







Julie Murad
    “Psittacines seldom ‘shout out’ their growing frustration. Most of them tend to endure. They cope with the world as they see it—the rut of unchanging surroundings, plastic playthings, extruded foods, and lack of full time physical camaraderie—as best they can. For some species or individuals this seems to be easier than for others. But the truth is, if our pet parrot could speak its mind, it would be telling us: ‘I have outgrown the way you are keeping me!’”                                                                                                           EB Cravens
“I know of one parrot who spent eight days in a tree until the owner had the tree cut down. Fortunately the bird was too weak to take off again and all was well in the end. In another case, however, the bird just flew to another tree when the first was felled, and eventually the owner whose bird had been a close companion for many years, shot the bird rather than have him slowly starve to death.”

   


                                  Verna Shannon in Australian Birdkeeper 

“We don’t get to choose the people in our lives….for us, it’s all chance.”

                                                                                                              Black Beauty
Rosemary Low, in her excellent book 'The Loving Care Of Pet Parrots' states, "Whole nuts should not be rationed for the large macaws; offer as many as possible.’”
“After staring at me for a minute, B flew from the bookcase to my shoulder and has, in a manner of speaking, never really left it. I can close my eyes or stare into space and relive the surprise and delight of an instant when the order of things reversed and a bird flew to me instead of away. Since that day, I’ve tried without success to explain the significance of that moment in a way that makes sense to those of my friends who view this whole ‘bird thing’ as proof I’m delusional.”                                                    

                                                                                     Chris Chester, Providence of a Sparrow
    “Gang-Gang Cockatoos are the heartbreakers. Because of their tendency to feather pluck themselves. But, they really do chew on something else before they will chew themselves.”                                                                                                        





          Neville Connors, Australia 

 “I never saw a wild thing feel sorry for itself.”                                   D.H. Lawrence
“We advise a physical exam every year for a parrot. Prevention of disease is more important than treatment.”                                                                 Dr. Carlo Mandersheid, Luxembourg

"There are so many species of birds in our collections that are already threatened, but we do not know it yet."                                                                                Graeme Phipps, Australia

“Jean-Jacques Audubon, back in the 1820s, tied coloured threads to the legs of the flycatchers that each summer visited his parents’ mill in Pennsylvania, and so established that birds which nested there reappeared the following spring after their migration south and nested in exactly the same place.”                                                            David Attenborough, The Life of Birds 
    “It is truly sad that so many wild-trapped psittacines have spent decades in captivity, never once being allowed to remain with their clutch of babies to total completion. That is disrespectful to the skills and knowledge these imported hookbills have to impart to theiryoung; and it is utterly callous and neglectful in relation to the emotional needs of parrots that have been in our captive care for ten, twenty, thirty years or more. Breeders who do the same things with their aviary parrots year after year after year should look closely at what they are accomplishing—and what they are learning—each season. Most any hobbyist can pull babies and handfeed them. Profound avicultural skills are often needed to accomplish proper parent raising and strong fledging of one or two young. Not only is such procedure good for the hen and cock’s longing to fulfill their nesting urge, but in the end it is thoroughly satisfying to the aviculturist.”                                                                         EB Cravens                                     






“In veterinary medicine, the cat collector is a recognized obsessive-compulsive behavior. I am sure there is also the bird collector.”                                                           Chris Collis, DVM

O Swallow, Swallow flying, flying South,

Fly to her, and fall upon her guilded eaves,

And tell her, tell her what I tell to thee.
                Alfred, Lord Tennyson, The Princess
“Do birds have bills or beaks? In modern ornithology the terms ‘bill’ and ‘beak’ are often used synonymously. Originally beak referred to the sharp, decurved bills of birds of prey like hawks and falcons.”


                                  Noble S. Proctor and Patrick J. Lynch, Manual of Ornithology
“It's what you learn after you know it all that counts.”                  The Late John Wooden
